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Violence against women and girls is understood to be prevalent across society.
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Recognition of the prevalence of VWAG  

85%
Believe all, most 

or some women 

experience 

violence in their 

lifetime. 
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Don't know

Very few women and
girls

Some women and girls

Most women and girls

All women and girls

In your opinion, today in [your country], how many women 
and girls experience violence during their lifetime? 
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Some variation across the G7 

In your opinion, today in [your country], how many women and girls experience violence during their lifetime?  
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We Have A Mandate for Action

In your opinion, what priority should public authorities give to tackling violence 

against women and girls?

36
33
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It should be an absolute
priority, and public

authorities should devote
their efforts to it above all

other issues

It should be a very
important priority, but not

necessarily take
precedence over all

other public policy areas

It is an important issue
among many that public

authorities need to
address

Don't know It is a relatively
unimportant issue

compared with other
challenges facing public

authorities

I don’t believe that 

government action can 

help in this area

It is not an important
issue

88% agree it is a priority or important, felt most strongly among ages 18-34 

88% of respondents agree it is a 

priority or important issue
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We Have A Mandate for Action
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In your opinion, what priority should public authorities give to tackling violence against women 
and girls?

Women Men All

Women and men differ in their perceptions of the importance 

of public authorities taking action

Ages 18-34 feel most 

strongly that public 

authorities should take 

action. 

Reykjavik Global   How Societies Perceive Violence Against Women and Girls



Verian

Perceptions and beliefs are positive around the possibility of 

change among both women and men
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The first step to eradication
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Yes, through stronger
laws and stricter
judicial sanctions

Yes, through greater
awareness,

information and
education

Yes, through changing
how women and girls

are perceived in
society and by

challenging
stereotypes and

prejudices

No, it is something that
has always existed
and can never truly

be eliminated

Don't know

In your opinion, is it really possible to tackle violence against women and girls?

Men

Women

Total

Across the G7, most people 

believe violence against 

women and girls can be 

tackled although 

confidence is notably lower 

in Japan. 
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From Belief and Commitment towards Change

Age, gender and nationality shapes perceptions of personal agency

Both men and women 

feel strong emotion, but 

less motivation to act 

(23% of women, 25% for 

men)

Motivation to act is 

highest among 18-34 

year-olds. 

Across the G7 Canada, 

Italy, UK and US are 

most motivated to act.
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When thinking about violence against women and girls, you feel... 

Total
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Building the next wave of agency to end violence against women and girls

8

A wicked social problem in a time of low 
public trust in institutions – how to build 
the next wave of momentum
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Thank you
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